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Golder AssociatE~s, Inc. 
CONSULTING GEOTECHNICAL AND MINI G ENGINEERS 

August 12, 1988 

Stanley Siegel, Chief 
Hazardous Waste Facilities Br a nch 
u.s. Environmental Protection Agency 
Region II - 26 Federal Plaza 
New York, New York ~0278 

RE: REQUEST FOR PROTECTIVE FI LING STATUS ON CELL #1 
PONCE MUNICIPAL LANDFILL 
EPA ID# PRD 980-594-790 

Dear Mr. Siegel: 

883-3643 

We are writing at the request o f BFI of Ponce, Inc. (BFIP) in 
response to your July 25, 1988 letter to J. Cepeda. Responses 
to specific items in the le t ter are provided below. Three 
copies of the letter and enc losures are enclosed, as re
quested by Doug Pocze. 

Paragraph 2 of your letter req uested that aerial photography 
of Cell #1 be submitted along with supporting descriptions of 
the photography. In response, three photographs and a drawing 
depicting the site are included as Enclosures 1 through 4. 
All the photographs identify the location of Cell #1 and 
include a north arrow. Enclos re 1 is a vertical photograph 
(l to 8200 scale) taken on Ma r ch 23, 1983, which depicts the 
site property boundaries . Enc losure 2 is Law Engineering 1 s 
interpretation of Enclosure 1, which was submitted as part of 
the Part B Permit Application on May 25, 1984. Enclosure 3 is 
a vertical photograph (1 to 7 200 scale) of the site taken on 
February 9, 1988. Enclosure 4 is an oblique photograph (1 to 
4400 scale) of the site taken on May 18, 1988. 

Regarding Paragraph 3 of your letter, BFIP wishes to clarify 
Rick Good 1 s affidavit with r e gards to the distance between 
Cell #1 and the nearest wast e . Borings C-33 and C-40 (En
closures 5 and 6), both loca t ed approximately 25m ( 80 ft.) 
from the top of the inside slope of Cell #1, are the closest 
borings which encountered landfill waste materials (see 
Enclosure 7, Location of Soil Borings; Ref.: Golder Associ
ates Inc . , Hydrogeologic Review, July, 1988). Enclosure 8, 
Summary of Borings, a table previously submitted on November 
3, 1983 by Law Engineering Testing Co. in Geotechnical 
Exploration Final Report, indi c ates thicknesses of 9 and >2.5 
feet for borings C-33 and C-40, respectively. 
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U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Mr. Stanley Siegel -2-

August 12, 1988 
883-3643 

Paragraph 4 of your letter r equested further explanation of 
BFIP's conclusion that no waste was present at the locations 
of C-41, C-42, C-44, C-50, C- 65 and C-67. An examination of 
the borehole log descriptions for these boreholes indicates 
that residual soils (i.e., soils which have been formed 
in-place due to weathering/decomposition of the parent 
bedrock) were encountered fr om the ground surface to boring 
termination (Enclosures 9 through 14, respectively). The 
presence of the residual soil s , as opposed to fill or waste, 
indicates no waste had been p l aced at the borehole locations. 
Consequently, deeper drilling was not required. In addition, 
borings C-39, C-84, C-85 and C-87 (Enclosures 15 through 18, 
respectively), which are adj a cent to Cell #1, indicate no 
waste has been placed at the borehole locations. 

Paragraph 5 requested the s ubmittal of dated construction 
diagrams and/or well boring logs for MW-7 or C-88. Boring 
logs for both of these boreho les are included as Enclosures 
19 and 20 for your review. 

Please feel free to contact s if additional information is 
needed or if we can be of help in any way. 

Very truly yours, 

GOLDER ASSOCIATES INC. 

Scott D. Sumner 
Geological Engineer 

AI/ Ld:J 
W. Randall Sullivan, P.E. 
Associate 

SDS:WRS:rcs 

Enclosures 

cc: Douglas Pocze w/o enclosu r es 
Marina Bouley 
Bruce Jernigan w/o enclosures 
Jose Cepeda 

Golder Associates 
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